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T H E AMERIC AN PSYC HOANALYTIC A S SOCI ATI O N 

In additional to the pressntly legal threats to the confidentiality ot 
the physician- patient, therapist-patient or analyst-patient relationship, refer
ence wa. made by several speakers to a current instance ot a grossly illegal 
inva.ion of personal privacy and the privacy ot the therapeutic relationship. 
The theft of confidential records has apparently been sanctioned and covered up, 
if not actuslly ordered, by a person or persons very high in the govern.ent, 
presu.ably for the purpose of discrediting or intimidating an individual. It 
was the opinion of all speakers that an i.mediate Statement should be formulated, 
deploring such activity; that such a Statement should be transmitted to the Presi
dent of the United States, Kational Legislators, Press and Television; and that 
the Subcommittee on Confidentiality of the Ca.aittee on Social Problems should 
then prepare a careful Statement on the whole issue of privacy, privilege, and 
confidentiality as it relates to the analyst-patient relationship. The Executive 
Council unaniaously endorsed thess views and approved the specific recaaaenda
tions for action. The immediately apPOinted Ad Hoc Ca.mittee produced a Sta tement 
which waa accepted unanimously in its final fora as follows: 

POOITION STATEMElIT ON THE VIOIATION 
OF THE 

PATIENT-PHYSICIAN REIATIONSHIP 

The Aaerican Psychoanalytic ASSOCiation wishes to direct attention 
to its concern for the protection of a patient's right to confi
denttaU ty. 

This reaffirmation of our views is procpted by reports in the public 
press indicating that this fundaaental right to privacy has been 
violated. OUr speCial interest relates to tbat aspect of the doctor
patient relationship occurring in a psychotherapeutic context. 

We are unalterably opposed to the aisappropriation of information 
intended for tbe physician only, and given specifically for thera
peutic purposes . Any unauthorized intrusion into such a confiden
ti a l relationship is totally unacceptable because of the extremely 
personal and sensitive nature of the comaunication. 

Disclosure may threaten the therapy and well-being of the patient, 
in addition to violating the right to individual privacy basic to 
a free and de.ocratic SOCiety. 

In particular, we strongly protest the use of such information to 
discredit an individual or to influence the political process. 

VII. Report of the Treaaurer - Dr. Alex H. Kaplan 

The Report of the Treasurer to Executive Council is presented i~ its 
entirety in Appendix C. 

Kote .. s taken of objection by several Societies to the $5.00 per dues 
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