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CME MISSION STATEMENT

It shall be the purpose of The American Psychoanalytic Association, Inc. to study and advance psychoanalysis; to advocate and maintain standards for the training of psychoanalysts and for the practice of psychoanalysis; to foster the integration of psychoanalysis with other branches of science and to encourage research in all fields having to do with the scientific knowledge and welfare of humanity.

Reflecting that the Association Mission of scholarship and continued learning is a way of life for psychoanalysts, APsaA has charged the Committee on Continuing Education with oversight in this area. 
Mission: The Mission of this committee, in conjunction with the Program Committee, is to assure the membership of excellence in the educational offerings made available to them by the Association through the national meetings that the Association directly produces and, via the National Subcommittee on Joint Sponsorship of the Committee on Continuing Education, to assure similarly high standards for the planning and implementation of the CME programming of its Affiliate Societies and Accredited Institutes. 

Purpose: The Purpose of the Committee on Continuing Education of the American Psychoanalytic Association is to provide and facilitate the highest quality psychoanalytic educational opportunities for its members, trainees, students, the mental health community, and the general public and, in particular, to identify and make known, any potential conflicts of interest or biases among presenters, planners and coordinators in this endeavor.

In designing and implementing educational activities, consideration is given to the following needs. The first eight needs apply on both a national and local level (to institutes and societies whose activities are jointly provided by the Association).  Needs nine to twelve are specific to the national meetings:
1. to explore new and recent developments in research, theory, technique, and clinical knowledge;

2. to offer opportunities for the review of essential knowledge

3. to offer a forum for outstanding contributors to the field;

4. to offer participants opportunities to meet with those from different geographic areas and with differing orientations, to discuss scientific interests with each other and with leaders in the field, and to provide special interest groups with an opportunity to meet;

5. to offer psychoanalysts opportunities to exchange knowledge with others in related disciplines and to offer physicians in other specialties discourse with psychoanalysts for a mutual learning experience;

6. to provide opportunities for psychoanalytic educators to discuss concerns in medical, psychiatric, and psychoanalytic education;

7. to encourage participation by psychiatric residents, medical students, social work and psychology trainees. 

8. to encourage independent scientific development by requesting individual scientific contribution for possible presentation to peers, including the possibility of publication in the Journal of the American Psychoanalytic Association, which has right of first consideration for those papers accepted for presentation;

9. to offer candidates at the 30 Accredited Psychoanalytic Institutes from all geographic locations opportunities to meet with each other and discuss areas of professional, scientific and educational concerns;

10. to offer an opportunity to discuss clinical material away from local colleagues for whom confidentiality issues and the development of new ideas may be more difficult;

11. to offer an opportunity for the isolated individual practitioner to strengthen his identification with psychoanalysis as a profession.

12. to foster exchange among various groups within the Association with interests in psychoanalytic education, scientific activities, research, local concerns and problems.

Content areas: The Content area for our CME programs include the theory and technique of psychoanalysis, the application of psychoanalytic principles to other disciplines, recent research findings in psychoanalysis, and the application of psychoanalysis to improve clinical care. 

Target Audience: Our target audience is mental health professionals, including psychiatrists, psychologists, social workers, other mental health professionals; professionals-in-training, such as psychiatry residents, psychology and social work interns, medical students, and master’s level students; as well as post-doctoral mental health clinicians, nurses, teachers, professionals and academics in mental health and non-mental health disciplines.

Type of Activities: Directly sponsored activities at the National and Annual Meetings include: panel discussions, plenaries, symposia, discussion groups, clinical workshops, scientific papers, clinical presentations, and special programs for students including seminars, courses, and forums dedicated to professionals-in-training.

Jointly Provided activities at APsaA Institutes, Societies and Centers include Scientific meetings, Extension Division Courses, workshops, study groups, seminars, fellowships, and symposia.

Expected results: The expected result of our CME programs is the improvement of professional competence through the acquisition of new skills and knowledge and interaction with peers and more experienced clinicians, as well as promotion of habits of critical inquiry and balanced judgment through post-graduate educational and training activities.  For patients, this will result in better trained, more competent clinicians.

The Association ensures sound organizational structure and support for CME, and ensures high quality program planning, implementation and evaluation to meet the educational needs of its members and other participants and to identify and disclose potential conflicts and biases among those presenting, planning and coordinating our educational activities.
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